
December 9, 2025

Subject:  Educational Absence Request
   – !e Durham Nutcracker Community / School Performance

Dear Administrator:

Walltown Children’s !eatre respectfully requests that participating 
students be excused from school on Friday, December 12, 2025, to 
participate in a special community service performance of !e Durham 
Nutcracker.

A hometown reimagining of Tchaikovsky’s classic ballet, !e Durham 
Nutcracker blends dance, music, and theatre to tell a contemporary story 
about resilience, belonging, and the pursuit of dreams. !is production 
was created by and for our community, highlighting the diverse voices and 
experiences of Durham’s youth.

!is particular performance will be o"ered to local elementary students, 
participants from Reality Ministries and the Community Living Program - 
organizations that celebrate individuals of all abilities - and several invited 
elected o#cials. It is an inclusive, joyful event designed to bring people 
together through the arts and to showcase the power of artistic expression 
as a tool for connection and understanding.

For our student performers, this experience extends far beyond the stage. 
It provides an invaluable opportunity to practice empathy, teamwork, and 
communication; to adapt to real-world audiences; and to see $rsthand 
how their artistic e"orts can inspire and upli% others. We view this as an 
essential part of their educational and personal development.

!ank you for considering this request and for supporting our students as 
they represent both their schools and our community through the arts.

Sincerely,

Cara M. Williams
Executive Director


